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Your help makes it  
possible to serve more  

than 17k meals to  
hungry families right  

here in the community!  

  LOOK INSIDE TO SEE HOW! 
(cont’d )

 t never crossed our minds that we would be celebrating our 25th anniver-
sary in the middle of a pandemic like Covid 19.  Since March 13th, we have 
been bagging our meals and handing them out in a drive through in the 
Loaves & Fishes parking lot. Meals are sent over to seniors in need at Onei-
da Heights. Our organization went through many changes very quickly, but 
we never stopped serving the people who need us.  
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loavesandfishesfv.org
920-205-6900

Ahlstrom Munksjo 
Appleton Alliance Church
Appleton Evening Lions      
  Club
AZCO
Bassett Mechanical
Bel Brands 
Bethlehem Lutheran    
  Church 
Boldt

CFCU 
Christ the King 
Community Foundation  
  for the Fox Valley
Cousin’s Subs Fnd.
Culver’s Little Chute
Faith Lutheran
Festival Foods
First English Lutheran  
  Church

First Presbyterian Church
First United Methodist
Grand Chute Lions Club
Great Northern Co.
ITW Foundation
J. J. Keller Foundation
Jewelers Mutual Fnd.
Kimberly-Clark
Knights of Columbus
Ladies of St. Bernard 
   Church

Lamers Dairy 
Landro Fox Cities Realty
McCain Foods
Menasha Corporation
Nicolet National Fnd. 
Appleton Noon Lions Club
NAI Pfefferle
Our Savior Lutheran
Sacred Heart Parish
Secura Insurance  
    Charitable Fund
St. Joseph Parish

St. Pius X Parish 
St. Therese Congregation 
The Family 91.9 FM
The Mission Church
The Vintage Garden
Thrivent Financial Fnd. 
Trinity Lutheran
U.S. Venture 
Wisconsin Energy Fnd.
WHBY 1150 AM
Zion Lutheran

Staff:
Shannon Krahn, Executive Director
Mike Congrove, Chef
Sue Danreiter, Volunteer Coordinator
Donna Champeau, Team Coordinator

Diane Bishop
Beth Mendoza
MaryBeth Nienhaus
Heidi Prahl
Shawn Whitworth

Barb Dreger, Board President
Beth Mendoza, Vice President
Jane Thomas, Secretary
Wayne Gigot, Treasurer
Carol Burns, Founder

PRESSING ON
IN SPITE OF
challenges THANK 

YOU!

Support us on  
AmazonSmile.com

Friend us on Facebook

Sponsor a table

Donate stocks and/or bonds

Share this newsletter

Volunteer

Host a Facebook fundraiser

Ask your employer if  
they match donations

More ways to help

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF

FUND A MEAL!FUND A MEAL!

HEROES OF HOPE

a very heart-felt

Special
thanks to 

our volunteers!

Many of our regular guests showed up in the drive through 
and were so thankful to see that we were still there for them.  The 
little bit of conversation through rolled down windows was welcoming to  
so many who were isolated at home.  We also saw many new faces who had 
fallen on hard times from the loss of jobs.  One family stands out in my mind 
because the mother was so thankful, she had tears running down her face. 
We heard about many heartbreaking situations.  
 
We have adapted to a new normal.  For how long, we do not know.   
But we will continue to serve come rain, shine, snow, or pandemic.

We are so grateful for all the ways you have supported us in the past.   
Now, just like so many organizations, we need your help more than ever.  
With your support, we can continue to serve meals during these  
challenging times.  We are all in this together.

With gratitude,
Shannon Krahn

(cont’d from front page) )

Right now people in need are counting  
on us more than ever.  It’s easy to help.  
Make a donation today and have an  
immediate and profound impact in the 
lives of the people we serve.  

Donate on our website:  
loavesandfishesfv.org  

or send a check to:  
P.O. Box 1562  

Appleton, WI 54912

FEED A PERSON FOR A WEEK:  . . . . . $25
FUND A GARDEN BED  
(food from garden used in meals):  . . $100

FEED THE L&F COMMUNITY  
FOR A WEEK:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250 

Guest comments in the drive through:

“God bless you for being here.”

“Thank you so much for the food.”

“It’s so great to see 
Loaves & Fishes here for us.”

“I look forward to picking up a meal  
and having a little conversation.  

It’s hard being stuck  
in my apartment alone all the time.”

“Thank you for being out here in the  
rough weather handing out meals.”

card from guest

Volunteers make  
“to go” meals

Shannon Krahn
Executive Director



 hy did I start Loaves & Fishes?  This is a question that 
I have frequently been asked. And it is totally of God. 
As Mother Theresa once said, “I am like a little pencil 
in God’s hands. I am the instrument.” And so, it is with 
me. God deserves the glory for the creation and  
continual growth of Loaves & Fishes.

On a personal level I was searching and asking what 
God wanted of me. I had received many blessings 
from God, and I was looking for a way to reach the 
unreachable God—the God in the sky, as I formerly 
thought of God.  And so, I searched scripture to 
see what Jesus did. He fed the hungry; he loved  
the people.  

What could I do? How could I give God a chocolate 
cake? In 61:1 is the answer. “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me.  For the Lord has anointed me. He has sent 
me to bring glad tidings to the poor and to heal the 
broken hearted; To proclaim liberty to the captives.  
And to set the prisoners free.“

In 1995 I became aware that the guests residing at the 
Emergency Shelter in Appleton on Morrison Street 
did not have sufficient food. And so, I formed The 
Emergency Shelter Food Program at St. Pius X under 
the auspices of the Social Concerns Committee. We 
began serving our meals twice monthly and in 1996 our 
outreach grew to include more than 27 organizations, 
churches, and individuals. All meals were prepared in 
the homes of the volunteers and brought to the shelter  
at 4:30 P.M.  

(cont’d )

W

Carol Burns        
  Founder

25 YEARS  
OF FEEDING  
GOD’S PEOPLE

Master grillers  
volunteer for cookout.



In 1999 a thought came to me in prayer: “There are 
people in the valley who are hungry other than those 
living in the shelter. What will you do about that?”  I 
spoke to Fr. Dave and he suggested that I research this 
idea to make sure that I was not duplicating services. 
After contacting many Social Service Departments in the 
valley, I was assured that a need existed. Fr. John Zickert 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church granted permission for 
us to run a pilot program in the church hall during the 
four Mondays of June, 1999 to ascertain the interest 
in a community meal. The meal was prepared at the 
Emergency Shelter and transported to the church site 
because the hall did not have a kitchen. The pilot was a 
success and the Board of Directors were delighted!!  

The Community Meal of Loaves & Fishes began on 
November 1, 1999 at St. Joseph Middle School. We had 
a large five-foot sign posted on a metal stand placed 
outside the school entrance alerting guest to our dinner. 
On May 1, 2000 when the school sold the building and 
moved, we moved to Trinity Lutheran church. During our 
time at Trinity we saw our volunteer numbers and guests 
increase. In 2010 we added a second night and in 2014  
a third night. 

When Trinity sold its property in 2016, we took up 
temporary, shared, residency at the Salvation Army.  
“Pray we find a place to go!” 

Our final move came in 2017 when we relocated to our 
permanent location at St Therese Activity Center. 

Every time the program expanded, and the numbers 
increased, we always trusted in God to find space for our 
growing needs. We were not disappointed.  God comes with 
many different feet on the ground. We see God in the face 
of our guests and volunteers.  We see God in the face of our 
many benefactors without whom the road traveled would be 
quite bumpy.

Our new life at St Therese Activity Center has been a work 
of love. Volunteers abounded in cleaning and painting 
after the renovations were completed.  Skip Gardiner, a 
longtime volunteer, created a vegetable/fruit/flower garden.  
Volunteers have come and claimed ownership to tend to the 
various raised beds. Overall responsibility for the Community 
Meal of Loaves & Fishes of the Fox Valley, Inc. is Shannon 
Krahn whose valued experience and leadership has moved 
us forward. I am grateful to Shannon for her dedication to 
Loaves & Fishes for picking up where I left off. Loaves & 
Fishes has been and always will be my passion. 

(cont’d )


